General Instructions: Answer all questions based on course material.    
Multiple Choice, T/F, Fill-in:  Provide the best answer to each of the following.   

1. 
In the Nature/Nurture gender debate, sociology falls more on the nature side. 

TRUE




FALSE
2.
The data collection in “Divide of the Sexes” involved _____________.

a) Experiments






b) Observation

c) Interviews






d) All of these
3.
Since the 1970s income shares have become more equally distributed (less stratified) amongst the 

American population




TRUE




FALSE

4.
Wearing makeup, or watching sports, are examples of the concept of gender.




TRUE




FALSE
5.
The slower rate of promotion for women in certain occupations is known as _______________. 

a) The Glass Ceiling




b) The Wage Gap

c) Occupational Sex Segregation


d) The Parsons Effect

6.
The wage gap, according to sociologists, is due mostly to natural differences between women and men.
TRUE




FALSE
7.
Race: The Power of an Illusion argues that most of the groups we call races have high levels of “genetic concordance”
TRUE




FALSE
8.
The group least likely to have a high school degree is _______________. 

a) Blacks





b) Whites


c) Latinos





d) Asian Americans
9.
The system of stratification that is most under a person’s individual control is ____________________ 
a) Slave






b) Caste

c) Class






d) None of these

10.
Fill in the correct term:


Income and wealth are measured by means, medians and _mode__________________________________. 

Definitions ( DEFINE BOTH - Remember that an example is not a definition!!)
Functionalist theory of stratification: 
The functional theory of stratification is a theory which argues that social inequalities are existent in society and have divided the society into different social classes. These inequalities exist because they give an opportunity to individuals viewed as the most talented, to do the jobs that are paramount in maintaining order in society. 
Social institution: 

Social institutions are groups of people bound together by common purposes and for common purposes, having rights, liabilities, goals, privileges and objectives that are unique and independent from those of individuals.

Short Answer: Answer four of the following four questions.  Space for 4 answers is provided in the following pages.  
1.
Look over the various data and statistics that are involved in “The End of Men.”  Provide two different explanations for why these trends are occurring.  Use as much detail as possible to make your arguments, and make sure your explanations can account for many of the pieces of data and evidence, not just one or two.  

2.
What do systems of stratification do?  In other words, what is a system of stratification responsible for doing in society?  How are caste and slave systems of stratification different from one another?  And how is each of them different from class systems?  

3. 
What are income and wealth shares?  How was Dan Ariely’s study carried out, and what did it show about Americans’ opinions regarding wealth?  Be specific and use details from the study in your response.    

4.
Toward the end of “Race: The Power of an Illusion,” one of the scientists states that “race is not biological, but it is certainly real”.  In your own words, tell me what that means.  Try to use your textbook reading to assist your answer, and provide examples of the reality of race.            

5.
How did outsourcing affect the lives of the Stanley’s and Neumann’s in “Two American Families”.  Use as much detail as possible.  What are two social institutions that you could see playing important roles in the film?
6.
For sociologists, what is the difference between focusing on social identities as opposed to social institutions?  Don’t just define each.  Tell me what is different about the topics sociologists examine in either case.  Is “McDonaldization” an article about identities or institutions?  Why?
ANSWER 1:



Number: ____1____

The end of the era of the male gender is brought about by the latter-day women standing up and fighting for their rights. Today we see the United States many women taking up managerial positions in the offices. The said the female gender is now occupying white-collar jobs. Fortunately, they make good leaders due to their motherly nature. Research has done recently has shown that today for every two men who have graduated with a degree, three women graduate with one. This, unfortunately, brings about competition in the career world. The number of men will reduce to a great deal due to the increased number of highly educated women.

The political space also has witnessed the reduction of the number of men running for office. This is because today, many women are empowered to run for the said offices. The women, fortunately, are supported by donors and various women groups. Many of them become political leaders in the youthful stages of their life. The best example it the last election held in the United States of America. The first woman to run for president that is Hillary Clinton almost defeated the current president, Donald Trump. Such instances are where we draw the fact that the world is not anymore in favor of the male gender. Unfortunately, the rights of the boy child are being championed unequally as for the girl child. Due to this, there has been an increase in the number of men in the United States who are being jailed annually. This sad example shows that if the male gender issues are not addressed, then most of the men we expect to be leaders of our society, protecting the women, will be behind bars. This, unfortunately, due to a lack of fatherly advice missed during upbringing.
ANSWER 2:



Number: ___2_____

Social stratification is the system in a society by which individuals are ranked according to their hierarchy based on wealth, level of education and the economic status. In the United States, it is clear that some groups have more excellent status, power, and wealth. Social stratification brings about discrimination in any given society. This because individuals who come from humble family backgrounds will not be privileged to receive many opportunities unlike their counterparts from rich families. These opportunities may be job interviews, business opportunities in which the people of the lower classes will not be fortunate to compete with the one in the higher hierarchy equally.

Looking at caste and slavery in the United States, we see that slavery was based on race. The other social stratification setups people were enslaved due to the crimes committed, owned, and lastly lost wars; hence the ruminants were enslaved. Therefore the difference vividly illustrates that the caste system of social stratification was mainly based on landowners and the peasant works who worked for them—definitely owing the landowners.

The slave system of social stratification found in the United States was, unfortunately, base on race. The individuals of the black race were seen as people of a lower race while the people of the white race were seen as people of the superior race hence bringing about the concept of social stratification.

The castle and the slave system are different from the class system in the following way. The class system was mainly based on the individuals in a society with access to resources and power in a given community. They also had an economical, natural, cultural, and religious interest in hand. The other two classes were mainly based on economic reasons.
ANSWER 3:



Number: ____3____

This is the way where the income and wealth of a nation are divided among its population or the way where the income and wealth of the world are distributed among countries. The distribution patterns of the wealth are studies through different statistical means, all based on data with contrasting degrees of authenticity. Ariely’s study was conducted during his agonizing three-year hospital treatment for his burns, where nurses had to change his bandages daily. They would remove them off so abruptly, which was quite painful. The nurses believed that it was easier that way on a patient rather than doing it slowly. At Tel Aviv University, Ariely did a study where he found ut that the removal of bandages off slowly was less painful for people suffering from burns. He informed the hospital who changed their procedure. Americans believe wealth in the United States is less equal than their ideal. But according to Ariely, America was much less equal even than that. Reality is twice as far from average American’s ideal as the the average American thought. A family with no stable income might be doing well but still living from hand to mouth with a little to save for their children's education. On the other hand, a wealthy family can always liquidate some of its assets and invest it in their child's future. 
ANSWER 4:



Number: ____5____

The outsourcing of Stanley and Neumann in the film two ‘American families’ played a great deal in demonstrating to Americans the inequality that goes on in America middle class. This documentary shows how the two American families have worked hard-learned all the skills that they need for survival but still find it hard to make ends meet. The two families are unable to meet their basic needs as they are unable to get stable sources of income. It gets so bad until one of the families divorces, and their children are unable to secure a better future for themselves. 
The two social institutions playing in this role is that of family and social class. The family institution is essential in the American nation. It is the core of any society, and it is where values and ethics are instilled, which later spiral to the community. Social class also plays an important role. Although it is assumed that the middle class in America is doing well, Stanley and Neumann's families demonstrate the hardships is what defines the life of Americas middle class 
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